
Diverse Natural Beauty
Lane County, Oregon covers 4,620 square miles of great natural beauty. The County spans from the spec-
tacular Oregon coast to the snow-capped peaks of the Cascade Mountains. Along the county’s center 
axis, the Willamette River, flanked on both sides by towering forests, 
runs through the Willamette Valley. The bustling Eugene-Springfield 
metropolitan area—the 3rd largest in the state—provides a thriving 
urban center for residents and visitors alike. Small towns and rural 
communities across the county offer home-town charm and ameni-
ties away from the city lights.

A Growing Region
Lane County faces the challenge of accommodating population and 
employment growth while maintaining the transportation network. 
The transportation system must accommodate highway through-traffic, residents’ day-to-day travel, and 
the tourist influx during the summer and over holiday weekends. With limited funding for transportation 
improvements, as well as built and natural environment challenges, the County must balance their invest-
ments to ensure that the transportation system can be developed and maintained to adequately serve 
everyone who travels in the county.  

Rural & Urban Settings
The County includes many incorporated cities as well as numerous unincorporated rural communities. All 
of the diversified travel needs of residents throughout the County must be addressed. 

Urban Areas

The TSP emphasizes 
consistency with city 
transportation plans.

Areas of concentrated 
development that have 

more pedestrian activity 
and better access to public 

transportation. 

Rural Communities

The TSP emphasizes safe 
multi-modal transportation 
options and connections to 

urban areas.

Areas of development, 
typically sprinkled along 

major roadways and 
highways, in rural parts of 

the county. 

Rural Areas

The TSP emphasizes 
protecting roads for farm 

and forest uses. 

Areas of resource farm and 
forest land, interspersed with 

some development. 

1. LANE COUNTY TODAY

Lane County is home 
to 73 parks, 20 historic 
covered bridges, world 
class wineries, the 
largest region of coastal 
sand dunes, and the 
largest sea lion cave in 
the world.
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Transportation System
Roadway facilities, particularly arterial and collector roads, serve as the backbone of Lane County’s trans-
portation system. While the automobile is the predominant mode of transportation, the road right-of-way 
must accommodate multiple transportation modes–including trucks, tractors, cars, buses, bicycles, and 
pedestrians. 

Roadway Facilities
Agencies responsible for roads within Lane County include the Oregon Department of Transportation, 
Lane County, incorporated cities, the U.S. Forest Service, and the U.S. Bureau of Land Management. Each 
jurisdiction sets the standards and maintenance policies associated with the transportation facilities with-
in its jurisdiction. Figure 6-1  shows the State Highways (in blue) and County-maintained roads (colored by 
functional classification). City streets are not included and are not evaluated in the TSP because they are 
addressed in each city’s own transportation system plan.

ODOT has jurisdiction over most of the major roadways in Lane County—listed below in  Table 1-1 along 
with the corresponding functional classification. While there is no solid rule for determining functional 
class based on the State classification, the table indicates the general relationship between the Coun-
ty and State classification systems. These highways accommodate freight and other higher-speed, high-
er-volume travel, and interface with many County-maintained roads. They are used for daily commutes 
and local trips as well as cross-state movements.

Table 1-1: State Highway Facilities and Miles in Lane County

Roadway Facility State Highway Classification Functional Classification Miles

Interstate 5 Interstate Interstate 35.5

I-105 Eugene-Springfield Interstate Interstate 3.5

OR 126 Eugene-Springfield Statewide, Expressway Principal Arterial 10

US 101 Oregon Coast Highway Statewide Principal Arterial 31

OR 58 Willamette Highway Statewide Principal Arterial 62

OR 69 Beltline Highway Statewide Principal Arterial 13

OR 126 Florence-Eugene Statewide Principal Arterial 53

OR 126 McKenzie Highway Statewide Principal Arterial 77

OR 126 Clear Lake-Belknap Springs Statewide Principal Arterial 7

OR 99W Pacific Highway West Statewide, Regional Principal Arterial, Minor Arterial 22

OR 99E Albany-Junction City Regional Minor Arterial 3

McVay Highway District Minor Arterial or Major/Minor Collector 2.5

OR 36 Mapleton-Junction City District Minor Arterial or Major/Minor Collector 52

OR 99 Goshen-Divide District Minor Arterial or Major/Minor Collector 20

Springfield-Creswell Highway District Minor Arterial or Major/Minor Collector 10

Springfield Highway District Minor Arterial or Major/Minor Collector 1

Territorial Highway District Minor Arterial or Major/Minor Collector 40

Total 442.5

4



Lane County has jurisdiction over the majority of the 
other roadways located throughout the unincorporat-
ed areas of the County. These roadways provide im-
proved access to cities and communities in Lane Coun-
ty as well as to scenic recreational areas.

There are approximately 1,436 miles of roadway main-
tained in Lane County’s road system, and new roads 
are only added after undergoing a formal process of 
dedication and acceptance by the Board of County 
Commissioners. The County rarely accepts new roads 
into the County Road system unless there is a clear 
public benefit and justification for expenditures on 
maintenance. 

Pedestrian and Bicycle Facilities 
The combination of an extensive rural roadway system and relatively low traffic volumes encourages rec-
reational cycling in Lane County.  Lane County’s rural bikeway and pedestrian system includes bike lanes, 
paved shoulders, and shared roadways. The County has also experienced a growth in both off-street rec-
reational (mountain) and street bicycle activity and interest.  

Within Urban Growth Boundaries, sidewalks and bicycle lanes are routinely installed on all new or recon-
structed arterial and collector County roads.  In these areas, City standards apply to local roads. In the 
absence of City standards, County standards apply. 

Transit System (Lane Transit District)
Lane Transit District (LTD) operates 34 fixed bus routes throughout the Eugene-Springfield Metro Area and 
provides rural service to and from the Eugene-Springfield area for the communities of McKenzie Bridge, 
Veneta, Junction City, Coburg, Cottage Grove, and Lowell. 

Multiple special transportation services are available for elderly, disabled, and other residents with special-
ized transportation needs in the more populated areas of Lane County. South Lane Wheels and the Ride-
Source Call Center coordinate all human services transportation within the county. Special transportation 
services include:

 » RideSource: curb-to-curb transit service for eligible riders traveling within Eugene-Springfield and 
the River Road area. 

 » South Lane Wheels: a private non-profit organization providing dial-a-ride service and a fixed route 
service to residents of Cottage Grove, Creswell, and nearby rural communities and transporting the 
elderly and people with disabilities to and from medical appointments in Eugene-Springfield. 

 » Diamond Express: weekday commuter inter-city bus service between Oakridge and Eugene. 

 » Rhody Express: a local fixed route bus service operated by River Cities Taxi that serves Florence. 

 » Friends of Florence Van: operated by volunteers to transport cancer patients between Florence and 
the Eugene Cancer Center.

Table 1-2: Lane County Functional Class and Miles 
Functional Class Miles

Urban Principal Arterial 7

Urban Minor Arterial 21

Urban Major Collector 26

Urban Minor Collector 15

Urban Local 119

Rural Minor Arterial 17

Rural Major Collector (Federal Aid) 182

Rural Major Collector 148

Rural Minor Collector 363

Rural Local 538

Total 1,436
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Fatality   Serious Injury

Safety
Lane County is committed to improving transportation safety and has joined the National Strategy on 
Highway Safety,  Toward Zero Deaths,  to develop a safety culture in which society sees someone being un-
safe as unacceptable. In 2017, Lane County adopted its first-ever Transportation Safety Action Plan (TSAP), 
which complements the TSP with crash data specific to fatal and severe-injury collisions and recommend-
ed countermeasures to address systemic issues with engineering, education, and enforcement. 

As the transportation policy document for Lane County, this TSP establishes safety policies (beginning 
on page 10) that support the TSAP and Towards Zero Deaths. At the time of the TSP update, the available 
crash data included in the safety analysis was between 2008 and 2012.  

Safety was a key component of the TSP roadway health assessment and resulted in safety scores based on 
a comparison of historical crash rates to state averages for similar facilities. Roadway segments and inter-
sections with higher-than-average critical crash rates were then evaluated for safety improvement needs, 
which informed the development of the TSP project list  The TSP project list recommends engineering 
treatments to improve safety, particularly at locations with documented concerns. 

The ultimate goal of both the TSP and the TSAP is to reduce the number of fatality and serious injury colli-
sions throughout Lane County. 

Fig 1-1. Fatality and Serious Injury Collision Locations in Lane County (2008-2012)
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Funding Constraints
Lane County currently faces a significant funding challenge, affecting the ability to construct needed trans-
portation improvements and to maintain the existing transportation system. Since the County lost federal 
funding from Secure Rural Schools (SRS) and Timber Receipts, the Oregon Highway Fund has become the 
County’s main revenue source and is expected to account for around two-thirds of yearly operating reve-
nue. To compensate for lower revenues, the County Capital Improvement Program (CIP) has aggressively 
scaled back capital construction projects to predominantly maintenance projects, with a modest reser-
vation of funds dedicated for safety improvements. However, with the recent passage of HB2017, Lane 
County has been able to add some dollars back into the CIP for capital projects.

Additional transportation funding sources will necessitate public support. This Transportation System Plan 
plays a pivotal role in building public support by defining the transportation improvements and funding 
needed to improve safety and system operations. This TSP also positions the County to successfully com-
pete for additional state and federal transportation funds and grants. The assumed funding sources for the 
“Financially Constrained” projects (those that have a reasonable chance of being built within the next 20 
years) are predominantly state and federal sources in which the County must apply in a competitive pro-
cess. As such, there is uncertainty about future funding. The project needs greatly outweigh the available 
or known funding sources today. To capture the needs in the event of funding changes in the future, the 
investment plan also includes an “Illustrative List” which contains the projects for which there is currently 
no known funding source within the next 20 years. 

For more information on funding and the investment plan, refer to Chapter 5. 
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